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{ WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
Education and Renewal
Sub-unit on Education

REPORT OF ;
REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SECRETARIES MEETING
1977)

(Ecumenical Institute Bossey, Geneva, October 2-8,

Monday October 3, 1977
The report of the Working Group on Education meeting was intpaAuced

by Ulrich Becker.
Members heard a fascinating account of the work of Paulo Freire and
were able to discuss his work and put questions to him.

Report of the Scholarships Committee: This section of the report was
introduced by Florence Addison (pages 2-4).
"What

Regional Secretaries were requested to consider the question:

1s Leadership Development?'" It was agreed to put this question on

the agenda later in the meeting.

It was noted in discussion that the WCC seeks to respond to the

Leadership needs as these are identified by the regions themselves.
ble people to play a full

MG s s not to create an ''elite" but to ena
role in the life of the church and community.

On the content of Leadership training, a report prepared by the Pacific

Conference of Churches notes:

"]. We ask that in-service training courses be organized regularly
where Ministers can meet to share problems, experiences and insights.

2. We ask the PCC or local churches to organize short courses in worship,

counselling and personal development for pastors.
3. There is a need to raise the consciousness of people that they have
a2 contribution to make in the administration of the church, therefore
we recommend a study programme for pastors and lay people at all levels
in which they can engage in Bible study together, and share the

In this way they

administrative problems and hopes facing the church.
can be engaged together in the renewal of the whole community.

4. Pastors' wives have commonly been called upon to take leadership
Therefore we urge that they be included whenever possible in

roles.
study and in-service programmes, that they be given every opportunity
to share in the study programmes of theological colleges, and that

special curriculum be developed if necessary."

Regional Secretaries are requested to keep before them the work of the
Scholarships Committee, and where needs are recognized, to liaise with

the Committee's National Correspondents.

The list of National Correspondents is to be made available to Regional

Secretaries.
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Biblical Studies

It was noted that Hans-Ruedi Weber is to make a cont
International Year of the Child by exploring in dept
child in the New Testament. He is also to investigate wa
children can meaningfully approach and handle the Bible.

Members welcomed the proposed work of Hans-Ruedi Weber in developing
an understanding of the way in which the Bible functions, OT 15 :
approached, in the various traditions of WCC member churches, especially
the Orthodox churches.

Models of Common Catechetical Programmes
This is to be circulated to Regional
bers of the Working Group on Education,

The final report is awaited.
in addition to mem

Secretaries,

and comments on the report are invited.
Regional Secretaries are invited to send copies of mew curricula to
the Education Office. These will be made available for reference in

the WCC Library.
scussion on the Responsibility of the Christian towards General

Di
Education
The discussion was introduced by Ulrich Becker who noted that following

the Nairobi Assembly the emphasis of the Sub-unit on Education is to
He posed the problem of the relationship

be on Christian Education.

between Christian Education and general education and would urge the

Sub-unit on Education to continue to probe the ways in which these two
Whilst the importance of this is

aspects of education relate.
unquestioned, members recognized that the call from the Nairobi Assembly
to emphasize Christian education represents a cry for help from the
Church. Increasingly the Church is faced with the education and nurture
of its members within a non-Christian society. The work of Christian
>ducation has become increasingly the work of the Church alone. The
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in this special area of the Church's work, to enable new insights in
education and nurture to be shared, which will enable the Church to
build up the community of the people of God.

Tuesday, October 4, 1977
Reports from the regions were presented by the Regional Secretaries.
From the reports, the following common themes emerged for further

discussion:
How is it possible to carry out Christian education work in a

L.
revolutionary (i.e. changing/evolving) situation?

and deal with them as true

How can we take children seriously,

persons?
If we take children seriously and deal with them as true persons,

3.
how will this affect our models for Christian education and
influence our Christian education methods?

2

Other matters for discussion:
1. Regional representation - especially Canada and Europe.

2. Inter-regional cooperation Friendship teams.

Regional Secretaries Conference 1978 and 1979 - preparation,
(Note the invitation extended to visit the

3‘
programme and venue.

GDR in 1979).
4. 1980 is the Bi-centenary of the Sunday School Movement - discussion
of possible international conference.

Leadership Development - matter raised by the report of the

SI
Scholarships Committee.

#hursday, October 6, 1977
Discussion took place on the Minutes of Tuesday, October 4. Additional
main themes identified from the reports of Regional Secretaries were:

1. Relationship between gencral and Christian education.

2. The structure and place of the family.

3., Education as a process.
It was agreed that items 2 and 3 of '"other matters for discussion" be

taken on Friday, October 7, 1977.
It was agreed that there be discussion on the relationship between
Regional Secretaries and the Working Group on Education.

A discussion took place on the joint meeting between Regional Secre-
taries and the CCPD group on Wednesday, October 5, 1977.
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ed in the learning process.
n inject material 1into an

Bi-centenary of the Sunday School Movement, 1980

entenary in the UK.
fully celebrated

Roy Chapman outlined proposals to celebrate the bi-c¢
The UK Com-

It was suggested that the bi-centenary could be mean?ng
W}th an international conference on Christian education.
mittee had suggested that this might be sponsored by the WCC.

Ulrich Becker spoke of the contribution made to the ecumenical scene
by the Sunday School Movement, including the work of the World Council
He welcomed the

of Christian Education, now merged with the WCC.

proposal.

Other members welcomed the proposal and suggested that an international
conference could be the climax of a number of projects carried out in

the regions over the next two years.
The Regional Secretaries agreed to support the proposal that the WCC
convene a conference in 1980.

In discussion it was pointed out that the use of the term ''Sunday
school" would be less meaningful in some regions than in others and
it was suggested that the accent of the conference should be on children,

rather than on ''Sunday school".

Inter-regional Cooperation

Regional Secretaries gave brief reports on ways in which there could
be closer regional cooperation in practical ways:

1. Tosh Arai - Christian Conference of Asia
Asia would like to invite representatives from the regions to the

4th Asian Ecumenical Centre to be held in 1979.

2. Luis Reinoso - Latin America
Hopes to invite regional representatives to the 1978 CELADEC

Assembly, preceded by four days of Workshop.

3. Emily Gibbes - USA
In 1979 a conference to be held in USA for people involved in both

professional and voluntary capacity in Christian education.




4. Eckart Schwerin - GDR
An IQV1t§tion issued for Regional Secretaries to hold the
meeting in the GDR.

195 4

He welcomed the reports from the regions and felt these made an
He asked that cooperation be

1m20rtant contribution to our work.

gﬁaipdEd by the sharing of materials, help and advice, and the
1“g_°f programmes and time-tables of conferences being held in
the various regions.

5. Akafwale Muyale - Africa
be informed of all future plans. He

1 Training are to be held, and

for school leavers in the region.

Regional Secretaries will
noted that Workshops on Vocationa
stressed the importance of these

6. Roy Chapman - Europe

He outlined the plans which
conference in 1980. These P
from Europe following the earlier
taries. The conference plans envisag
by WCC, ECCE and others yet to be approached.
lay major emphasis on Children within the Churc
today and tomorrow. The venue would probably b

an international
tiated with colleagues
discussion by the Regional Secre-

e a joint venture sponsored
The conference would

h and Society of
e in Switzerland.

had been made for
lans had been ini

7. Maurice Assad - Middle East

+hat the meetings of Regiona
t the regions are 1n partnership with the

WCC and that this partnership requires expression. He noted that
the Middle East region largely works in Arabic, but that materials
and documents relating to a wideriarea would be translated into
English and distributed to Regional Secretaries. He noted the
special relationship with the Africa region and hoped that this
would continue and deepen.

1 Secretaries

He expressed the hope
would continue, noting tha

8. Bruce Deverell - Pacific

Special cooperation with the Asian region noted.

gescifford Payne - Caribbean
Will share information and documents with Regional Secretaries.
Should it prove possible to have the Regional Secretaries meeting

outside Geneva, the Caribbean region would be glad to be host.

tively of the meetings W
1d be possible to hold t

ith Regional Secre-

Ulrich Becker spoke apprecia
hem in succeeding

taries and hoped that it wou
years.

in Geneva

It was agreed:
t in the

- that, if possible, a Regional Secretar
in 1978 on dates to be later agreed.
GDR in 1979 was noted with gratitude.

- to continue to exchange materials, and initiate visit
regions whenever and wherever possible.

ies meeting be called
The invitation to mee

s between the
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Relationship between the Working Grou

: : y he reque
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Ulrich Becker reported that ti
made by Regional Secretaries 1n >
X : Eckart Sch

He noted that Luis Reinoso and i
Working Group, and that Emily Gibbes has a
oups 15 48

this way a link between the two grI
; . i to have a
He noted that the Working Group did not flnd }t gﬁssﬁgiiing Group is
joint meeting with the Regional Secretarl€s, as edefined task (cf
appointed by the Central Committee, with a clea;ig Working Group'did
Document 4 on the role of the Working Group)énd ayresdiial 0l exchange
gested that

Group also sug

ttend the meetings of

agree that there must be close cooperatiop,
of reports and other documents. The Working
the Moderator and Vice-Moderator be invited to a

Regional Secretaries.
position as outlined by

Discussion: Regional Secretaries accepted the ;
Ulrich Becker, and agreed to the suggestion that the Moderator an
Vice-Moderator of the Working Group be invited to the Regional Secre-

raryes meetingss
suggestions of the

The point was strongly made that the discussion and 3
Regional Secretaries should be fed into the discussion of the Working
It was pointed out that there could be a situation when there
oup, and that in
uld be minimal.

Group.
were no Regional Secretaries serving on the Working Gr

such a case personal contact between the two groups Wwo

Regional Secretaries were glad to note that the Working Group had
agreed that Regional Secretaries could be invited should necessity
arise, and that such an invitation could be extended to individual
Regional Secretaries at any time.

Role of Regional Secretaries
A discussion was begun on the role and position of Regional Secretaries.

Roy Chapman made the point that the name "Regional Secretary'" was a
mis-nomer, and that it was more accurate to speak of 'Secretaries from

In this way the difficulty of '"Regional representation"
At this point Maurice Assad intervened
he item "Relationship

the Regions''.
at meetings could be overcome.
to point out that this should be discussed under t

of Regional Secretaries to the Office of Education', and it was agreed
to discuss the matter further on Friday, October 7, 1977.

Friday, October 7, 1977

Relationship between the Regions and the WCC

(See Doc. 2 '"Report of the Staff Working Group on Education')

Maurice Assad stressed the partnership between Regions and the WCC. He

argued that Regional Secretaries represent the regions to the WCC, and
urged that this should be acknowledged and acted upon.




Ulrich Be
REaionkl gZi;eQOted that not every member is an officially appointed
ary and therefore members of the group have different

status.

the WCC,
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ClLiE By !
ford Payne: Our group 1S made up of Regional Secretaries and

Nation i : .
TherefgieSEEretaries of Education in our Own regions and not of wCC.
, how do we relate to the Office of Education and how can Wwe

express that cooperation?

1. Share information with WCC and with one another.

2 < w - . . - . .
tggncan take initiative for action in the reglons an
s/ or the Tegions may take initiative and invite

cooperation of the WCC.
ource centre for material or P

d seek coopeTar
help and

3. WGCE can act as a Tes ersonnel .

Bruce Deverell stressed the importance of close relationship between
Regional Secretaries and the WCC, and therefore those present in the

group should be those officially representing Christian Education woTk
in the regions. This would mean exceptions for North America and Europe.

Emily Gibbes: WCC structures nust not be imposed in areas where region-
le or desirable.

alization is not possib

it is not possible

nt European situation,
lved in inter-Church

Roy Chapman: With the prese
e of organizations invo

to represent the whole rang
cooperation.

Canadian colleagues to seek

ed that he consult with
Roy Chapman and Eckart

Ulrich Becker suggest
nfor representation.

an acceptable solutio
Schwerin to consult with other European groups and churches to seek
ways of resolving the problem of European representation. Until these

problems are resolved, Emily Gibbes, Roy Chapman and Eckart SchweTrin
should be present at the Regional Secretaries meetings.

direct actio

and churches in the regilons

t+ have freedom 1O act
nal Secretaries be kept

n between the WCC

d that the WCC mus

The matter of
ed that Regilo

was raised. Members agree
directly with churches, but request .
tiated. In thils way cooperation

informed of projects and programmes ini
can be deepened and regional help given whenever possible. Chuiches in
regions should be encouraged themselves 1O make full use of regional
help and advice, and the WCC ijtself should encourage church oodiee to
do this. This means being sensitive toO different regional situations.
d to continue with the name "Regional Secretaries',

North America and Europe,

the particular problem O .
In each of our meetings,
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