CURRICULUM VITAE

(sintese)

PAULO FREIRE



DADOS PESSOAIS:

Paulo Reglus Neves Freire

Nome :
Data Nasc.: 19 de setembro de 1921
Naturalidade: Recife - Pernambuco
Nacionalidade: Brasileiro

Estado Civil: Casado (em segundas nipcias com Ana Maria Araujo Freire)
ATIVIDADES PROFISSIONAIS:

a) - Ex professor da Universidade Federal de Pernambuco - afastado pe

lo golpe de Estado de 1964.
b) - Ex Diretor do Departamento de Extensao Cultural da Universidade

Federal de Pernambuco.

c) - Ex Coordenador do Plano Nacional de Alfabetizacao de Adultos

Brasil

TEMPO DE EXILIO:

No Chile - 1964 - 1969 (comegos)

a) - Assessor do Instituto de Desarrollo Agropecuario e do Ministerio

de Educacion.

b) - Consultor da UNESCO junto ao Instituto de Capacitacion e Investi

gacioén en Reforma Agraria.

Nos Estados Unidos da América - 1969 - 1970 (comecos)

a) - Professor visitante de Harvard University.

b) - Center for the Studies in Development and Social change-fellow.
Em Geneve - 1970 - 1980 '

a) - Consultor Especial do Depart. de Educacao do World Council of

Churches.

b) - Professor da Faculdade de Educacao da Universidade de Geneve.



ATIVIDADES PROFISSIONAIS ATUAIS:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

f)

g)

Professor da Pontificia Universidade Catdlica de Sao Paulo.
Professor da Universidade Estadual de Campinas - UNICAMP.
Membro do Conselho Diretor da Universidade de Brasilia.
Assessor do UNICEF, a nivel de Brasil.

Diretor do VEREDA - Centro de Estudos em Educacao.

Membro do Juri Internacional da UNESCO, gue escolhe os vencedo -

dores dos prémios anuais de alfabetizacao.

Secretario de Educacao do Municipio de Sao Paulo.

TRABALHOS PUBLICADOS:

1

EDUCACAO E ATUALIDADE BRASILEIRA - 1959

Tese académica com a qual obteve o titulo de Doutor pela Univer-

sidade Federal de Pernambuco, entao chamada do Recife.

EDUCACAO 0coM0 PRATICA DA LIBERDADE - traduzido para varios idiamas.-

PEDAGOGIA DO OPRIMIDO - dezoito (18) idiomas.

ACAO CULTURAL PARA A LIBERDADE - varios idiomas.
EXTENSAO OU COMUNICACAO - alguns idiomas.
EDUCACAO E MUDANCA - dois idiomas.

A IMPORTANCIA DO ATO DE LER - treés idiomas.

CARTAS A GUINE BISSAU - varios idiomas.

LIVROS "FALADOS" ou em dialogo com outros educadores:

SOBRE EDUCACAO - 2 vol. com Sergio Guimaraes.

APRENDENDO COM A PROPRIA HISTORIA - 2 vol. Sérgio Guimaraes.

POR UMA PEDAGOGIA DA PERGUNTA - com Antonio Faundez.

ESTA ESCOLA CHAMADA VIDA - com Frei Beto.



!

Obs.

PEDAGOGIA - Dialogo e Conflito - com Moacir Gadotti e Sérgio Gui

maraes.

A PEDAGOGY OF LIBERATION - com Ira Shor.

COMO FAZER EDUCACAO POPULAR - com Adriano Nogueira.
com Donaldo Macedo.

LITERACY - READING THE WORLD AND THE WORDS -

eréncia a artigos e entrevistas publicados

1 : Deixo de fazer ref
rangeiros.

em revistas e jornais brasileiros e est

TiTULOS HONORIFICOS ACADEMICOS:

Honoris causa:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

f)

qg)

h)

i)

1)
m)
n)

o)

P)

Open University of London
Katholicke University Leuven = Belgigue
Université de Geneve

Michigan University - Ann Arbor

New Hampshire College

Universidad de Barcelona

Universidade de Santa Maria - Rio Grande do Sul - Brasil

Universidade Estadual de Campinas - Siao Paulo - Brasil

pontificia Universidade Catdlica de Campinas - Sao Paulo - Brasil

pontificia Univerdade Catolica de Sao Paulo - Brasil

professor Emérito - Universidade Federal de Pernambuco

Universidad Mayor de San Simon - Cochabamba - Bolivia

Universidade Federal de Goias
Universidade de Bolonha - Italia

Claremont University Center and Graduate School



PREMT -
os RECONHECIMENTO DO MERITO EDUCATIVO:

Prémio Estacio de Sia - Governo do Estado do Rio.

Comendador da Ordem Nacional do Mérito Educativo - Ministério de

Educagao - Brasil.

Fora do Brasil:

1 - Rei Balduino da Belgica.
2 - UNESCO - Alfabetizacgao.
3 - UNESCO - Educacion pour la Paix - 1986.
4 - Willian Rainey Harper - The Religious Education Association of
the U.S. and Canada.
minha

Este prémio foi outorgado simultaneamente a mim e a Elza,

primeira esposa.

RECONHECIMENTO DE CIDADES BRASILEIRAS COM O TITULO DE CIDADAO HONORA-

RIO:

a) - Rio de Janeiro

b) - Sao Paulo

c) - Campinas

d) - Sao Bernardo do Campo

Obs.: Deixo de fazer referéncia:

1

nho participado.

- Aos congressos € seminarios nacionais e internacionais de que te.
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Tas universidades norte - americanas, europeias, latino-

amerj )
icanas e africanas em que tenho estado presente desenvolven

do atividades docentes.

Sio Paulo, maio 1.989

PAULO FREIRE
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PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE USE 6 MAY 1997

TRIBUTE TO PAULO FREIRE (1921-1997)

The following is the text of a tribute to Paulo Freire made by Rev. Dr Konrad Raiser, General Secretary
of the Word Council of Churches.

On 2 May, the world-renowned Brazilian educator Paulo Freire died of a heart attack at the age of 75.

The World Council of Churches, which received seminal inspiration from Paulo Freire during his
association with the WCC staff in the 1970s, mourns the passing away of a friend and one of the great

minds of our century.

Paulo Freire was born in 1921 in the state of Pernambuco in the Northeast of Brazil. After having
received a comprehensive training in classical philosophy and educational theory, he became one of
the most important contributors to the development of adult education and a widely influential thinker in
the field of popular education. Together with his first wife Elsa, who was an active educator herself,
Paulo Freire developed his creative method of literacy training for adult people in the city of Recife. His
method starts from the conviction that education should be based on dialogue, allowing all people to
make their contribution to personal growth. Further, the key words through which people learn how to
read and write should be related to their daily experience. Thirdly, Freire affiimed that education is
always a collective experience. Literacy training should take place in the context of communities of

learning.

<

Paulo Freire recognized through this experience that learning which affirms the dignity of people can
enable even poor men and women to become producers of culture, ready to overcome the culture of

silence. The central objective of this method was to create a new level of awareness, to bring about a
new consciousness among the people. His term conscientizagdo (conscientization) has since become

the symbol of Freire’s pedagogy.

The initial success of Freire's method in Recife moved the authorities of the state of Pemambuco to
adopt his methodology for adult education throughout the whole state. In 1964, the Brazilian
govermment introduced Freire's method for the entire country of Brazil. A few weeks later, however, the
civilian government was overthrown by a right-wing military coup. Freire’s method was banned and he
himself detained. After release from prison, Freire went into exile, first to Bolivia and then to Chile. In
1969, while he was teaching in the USA, his book Pedagogy of the Oppressed was published and later



2322::2: :ft?h:?f:i;ngzzg:::: C1 :um,h Freire was invited to join the newly-es'tablishe-d Off‘ice ?f
SBT3 S50l i Fhe ol Pa:: es a's a consul.tant on popular e'ducat-lon. During his nine

_ ' o Freire deeply influenced the orientation and methodology of
ecumenical education; the concept of ecumenical learning has largely benefited from Freire's insights.
He was also invited by the government of the newly independent Guinea Bissau to supervise the
development and introduction of a new educational system and became the theoretical guide for many
of the new social movements and their efforts in the field of popular education. In 1980, Paulo Freire
retumed to his native country of Brazil where he taught at the University of Campinas as well as at the
Catholic University of Sao Paulo. Being close to the workers’ party, he was appointed Education
Secretary of the city govenment of Sao Paulo when the party won the municipal elections.

Paulo Freire always affirmed his Christian faith. Being a member of the Roman Catholic Church, he
was committed to ecumenism and has had a strong influence on the development of Latin American
liberation theology and in particular on the life of the basic Christian communities. The World Council of
Churches gives thanks to God for the life and the outstanding contribution of Paulo Freire, not only to
the theory and practice of education, but to the development of more humane forms of human
community. He will be remembered by his friends in the ecumenical movement with affection and

respect.

Contact: John Newbury WCC Press & Information Officer
(+41.22) 791.61.52 (Office); 369.37.26 (Home)

The World Councll of Churches is a fellowship of churches, now 332, in more than 100 countries In all continents from virtually a
Christian traditions. The Roman Catholic Church Is not a member church but works cooperatively with the WCC. The highest
governing body Is the Assembly, which meets approximately every seven years. The WCC was formally inaugurated in 1848 in
Amsterdam, Netherlands. Its staff is headed by general secretary Konrad Raiser from the Evangelical Church in Germany.



o = ]

Tl o (A€ O
After ten and a half vears as a con-
Witant in the World Council of
Churches’ Office of Education,
World renowned Brazilian educator
Or Paulo Freire is returning 1o his
Mative country from which he was
xpelled in 1964. Author of Peda-
Jogy of the Oppressed and other
00ks on adult education in third
vorld situations, Dr Freire, who is
ow 58 has been invited to teach
' the Catholic University of Sao
aulo. He was asked by One World
' reflect on his experience at the
Juncil

“,

. eat

One World: Dr Freire, you came to !
Council with a reputation as an in
vative, even radical educator and now }
are leaving with your ideas much m
accepted, even by many governmel
How have you personally felt ab.
your experience at the Council?
Paulo Freire: This has been one of
best times I have had in my life. In s
of the distance from my country.
roots, my people. This house (nam
the WCC) gave me the possibility
walk without being afraid.-1 am :
I will miss the corridors of this ho
the people, the openness of this ho
I became precisely what 1 have bee
Paulo Freire. Just Paulo Freire, a hu
person, a man who loves the flow
the falling snow, who loves life stror
who loves thinking and acting in
and who loves having been in this h




OW: What do you mean b
PF: 1
schemes.

Y “openness™?
mean the inexistence of rigid
I don’t want to say we don't
have a bureaucracy here. Of course, we
know we have a bureaucracy. But here
we also have ap openness, a stimulating
of thought. [ have never felt under any
kind of oppression or limitation about
my thought or action. | never was re-
quested constantly to be writing memos
or reports. I am really a “tropical”
unused to bureaucracy,
because | can say | wa
don’t know whether | m
bution here or not,
least this house gave

man,
and | am happy
s happy here. 1
ade some contri-
but I know that at
me a chance.

OW: What else has impressed you about
your life at the Council?
PF: The ecumenical atmosphere. It is
fantastic. When 1 remember my years of
adolescence in a small city near Recife,
when I remember the struggles between
Prc-)testants and Catholics at that time,
I just could not understand why there
had to be such struggles. 1 could not
accept it. Even then, | thought of some-
thing like this (the ecumenical approach).
So at the time when 1 have to say good-
bye 1 also want to say thank you.

OW: You were expelled from your coun-
try in 1964, in fact after spending 75 days
in jail, and now you are being allowed
back in. Does this mean the government
has become more moderate or you have
become more accepted?
PF: Well, I would say the political struc-
ture in Brazil has changed a little bit.
There is a concrete opening in Brazil.
My wife and | thought that it was time
to go back. Even though 1 feel myself
a being of the world, there is no real
internationality without locality. I can
become a “being for the world” at the
time when I can go back to my roots
which enabled me to become a “being in
the world”. I am first a man of Recife.
I wouldn’t say the Brazilian regime
loves me. But I cannot say it is like five
years ago. The regime is the same, but
there is much more space for one to
walk on. I have to take advantage of the
existence of this space. I'm not going
back to any paradise, but to my source
of my history, to myself.

OW: In your ten years here you've had
an opportunity to see many of the
places in the world where your ideas have
caught hold. What has been your major
impression from these visits?

PF: I have been fortunate to have had
over these ten years contacts with a great
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variety of people in the popular base in
Asia, Latin Amenica, Africa. Many times
I met people who had studied my work
in serious ways. Sometimes I met people
who did not know me but who were
doing similar things.

In February in New Delhi there was
a seminar with about 40 people from
different states who were applying my
ideas. The people were ‘‘re-inventing”
and not just copying me. They were
applying these ideas to their own situa-
tion. The many differences imply dif-
ferent tactics. There is a different kind of
abstraction vis-d-vis reality — the very
way of seeing things, of knowing things.
So there must be some differences in the
application of the process of mobilizing
the people. 1 found differences which
did not distort the essence of what we

are saying about adult education and the
need for people to do their own “‘naming™
of the world, to be subjects of history
not just objects. We worked with and
trained national teams. | have also done
this in many places such as Guinea Bisseau,
Cape Verde, Sao Tome, and Angola. In
Sao Tome we organized about seveh books
(for literacy). I also have worked in Gre-
nada and Nicaragua. | have emphasized
the role of education in the revolutionary
transition in which they are now.

In the former situation, education was
preponderantly what | have called a
“banking” education, from “A’" above
“B". In the revolutionary transition it
should be possible by decree to say that
from tomorrow education will be an event
of “A” with “B". Of course, the possible
does not always happen.

OW: In some of the places yo, have
mentioned the new forms of mass edug
tion look to some observers like m_.,;
forms of indoctrination. Are you afraig
your methods may be used to that end?
PF: To begin with, education itself is g
political act. The nature of the being of
education is political and because of that
we always risk two dangerous POsitiong
On the one hand to be “expontaneismg™
to exacerbate spontaneity, is a situatjm;
where the teacher leaves the students
themselves out of respect for their freg.
dom. It is the father who never says “no»
to his children. It is the absence of Tuley,
The other risk is the opposite one of be.
coming manipulative. Maybe we wip
never have the perfect system, but we
must avoid both manipulation and the
total absence of rules.

OW: Your book, Pedagogy of the Op-
pressed, came out in the English edition
just about the time you joined the World
Council staff. In English, the word “peda-
gogy” has a pejorative sense. Did you
intend this in your title?
PF: This was also pointed out to me by
my editors in New York. | didn't mean
it in that pejorative sense, and the word
doesn’t have that sense in Portuguese.
But before the book came out 1 had been
giving talks on this subject in the US and
the papers quoted my subject as “‘peda-
gogy of the oppressed™, so my editors
finally agreed to go along with that
title. Of course, | didn't want to use the
word “education™, and we didn't know
what else to use. All the other languages
into which the book has been translated
have also stuck with "‘pedagogy”.

I 3 0 0
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FOR IMMEDIATE TRIBUTE TO PAULO FREIRE (1921-1997)

RELEASE

6 May 1997 : _
The following is the text of a tnbute to Paulo Freire made by Rev. Dr Konrad Raiser,

General Secretary of the World Council of Churches.

“On 2 May, the world-renowned Brazilian educator Paulo Freire died of a heart attack

at the age of 75. The World Council of Churches, which received seminal inspiration

from Paulo Freire during his association with the WCC staff in the 1970s, mourns the

passing away of a friend and one of the great minds of our century.

. Paulo Freire was born in 1921 in the state of Pernambuco in the Northeast of Brazil.

After having received a comprehensive training in classical philosophy and educational

theory, he became one of the most important contributors to the development of adult
education and a widely influential thinker in the field of popular education. Together with
his first wife Elsa, who was an active educator herself, Paulo Freire developed his
creative method of literacy training for adult people in the city of Recife. His method
starts from the conviction that education should be based on dialogue, allowing all -

i people to make their contribution to personal growth. Further, the key words through

. which people learn how to read and write should be related to their daily experience.
Thirdly, Freire affirmed that education is always a collective experience. Literacy training

The World Council of : - @
Churches is a fellowship of ; Should take place in the context of communities of leaming.

over 300 churches, in more :
than 100 countries in all
continents from virtually all : ; : . . : " L.
Christian .,,,,m:,,s, : Paulo Freire recognized through this expenence that leaming which affirms the dignity
The Roman Catholic of people can enable even poor men and women to become producers of culture, ready
Church is not a member . o .
church but works | 1O overcome the culture of silence. The central objective of this method was to create
ively with the : . .
cooperatively with the . hew level of awareness, to bring about a new consciousness among the people. His
The highest governing . term conscientizagdo (conscientization) has since become the symbol of Freire's
body is the Assembly, : N
which meets approximately ' pedagogy.
every seven years. :

The W 5 o sy . . .
i,,:ugf,it::?,ﬁ';::':x ~ The initial success of Freire's method in Recife moved the authorities of the state of

G o e Permambuco to adopt his methodology for adult education throughout the whole state.

In 1964, the Brazilian government introduced Freire's method for the entire country of

Its staff is headed by

general secretary Konrad ' - ivili i
Hilser fromihe Eznge"cal 3 Brazil. A few weeks later, however, the civilian govermment was overthrown by a right-

Churchin Germany. : \ying military coup. Freire's method was banned and he himself detained. After release
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from prison, Freire went into exile, first to Bolivia and then to Chile. In 1969, while he was
teaching in the USA, his book Pedagogy of the Oppressed was published and later transiated
Into many languages. In 1970, Freire was invited to join the newly-established Office of Education
of the World Council of Churches as a consuitant on popular education. During his nine years
of association with the WCC, Paulo Freire deeply influenced the orientation and methodology of
ecumenical education; the concept of “ecumenical leaming” has largely benefited from Freire’s
insights. He was also invited by the government of the newly independent Guinea Bissau to
supervise the development and introduction of a new educational system and became the
theoretical guide for many of the new social movements and their efforts in the field of popular
education. In 1980, Paulo Freire returned to his native country of Brazil where he taught at the
University of Campinas as well as at the Catholic University of Sdo Paulo. Being close to the

workers’ party, he was appointed Education Secretary of the city govemment of Sao Paulo when

the party won the municipal elections.

Paulo Freire always affirmed his Christian faith. Being a member of the Roman Catholic Church,
he was committed to ecumenism and has had a strong influence on the development of Latin
American liberation theology and in particular on the life of the basic Christian communities. The
World Council of Churches gives thanks to God for the life and the outstanding contribution of
Paulo Freire, not only to the theory and practice of education, but to the development of more
humane forms of human community. He will be remembered by his friends in the ecumenical

movement with affection and respect.”

Contact: John Newbury WCC Press & Information Officer
(+41.22) 791.61.52 (Office); 369.37.26 (Home)



.envoi.u0.FREIRE, PAULO R‘BGLUS NEVES.** B. 19.9.1921, Recife, Brazil. Freire
is a Brazilian educatort;;it known for his use of the term ""conscienti:ation—i}
in education, a process by which "“both teacher and pupils simultanecusly ?
become knowing subjects, brought together by the object they are knowing". He
was special consultant to the WCC sub-unit on Education and professor at the
Faculty of Education of the University of Geneva, 1970-80. Earlier (1969-70)
he was visiting professor at Harvard University and the Center for Studies in
Development and Social Change. During a period of exile, 1964-69, he was
consultant to the Ministry of Education in Chile and to the Institute of
Investigation into Agrarian Reform in conjunction with UNESCO. Currently he is
professor at the Pontifical Catholic University in Sao Paulo, director of
VEREDA (The Centre of Studies in Education), and secretary of education of the
Ao eoda-
municipality of Sao Paulo. He has written numerou3<gnh1t;i;;ens in Portuguese,

translated into many languages, including .i.Pedagogy of the Oppressed.r. (New
York, Herder, 197?§K§‘9 «i,Cultural Action For Freedom.r. (Cambridge, MA,
Center for the Study of Development and Social Change, 1970)f’See Denis
Collins, .i.Paulo Freire: His Life, Works and Thought.r. (New York, Paulist,

1977) and John Elias, .i.Conscientization and Deschooling: Preire's and

Illich's Proposals for Reshaping Society.r. (Philadelphia, Westminster, Press,

1976).
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Brazil. Special consultant to

“Freire, Paulo Reglus Revea, 19.9.1921 ia Recife,

the WCC Sub-unit on Education and Professor at the Faculty of Education of the
= e ¢ =
1970-80. Visiting professor at Harvard University and

University of Geneva,
1969~JQ} During a

the Center for Studies in Development and Social Change,

period of exile (1964—69)-c6n§u1tant to the Ministry of Educat’-- *- ~a+. __.
to the Institute of Investigation into Agrarian Reform in conj
UNESCb. Professor at the Pontificdl catholic University in Sao - ()[piiﬂf U(/:E;‘
:
of VEREDA (The Centre of Studies in Education), Ségretnry of #“‘ Mot Caitree s
municipality of Sao Paulo. Recei“"“lsmh°ﬂ°£ary.daéfees. pumef. Carec I (\ h,
' 7 dudhes,

in Portuguese, translated into many languages, .i.Pedagogy of

.1.Cultural Action for Ficeuvm.1.,
\

Oppressed.r.,,New York, Herder, 1970}
1979.

Cambridge, USA, Center for the Study of Development and Social Change,

-1. Paulo Freire, His Life, Works and Thought.r., New York,

Denis Collins,
-1.Conscientization and Deschooling,

Freire's

Paulust.-Press, 1977) John Elias,
and Illich's Proposals for Reshaping Society.r.,(Philadelphin, Westminster-
./'/ * :

Press, 1976
o

Freire is a Brazilian educator best known for his use of the term
in education, a process by which ""both teacher

""conscientization"
and pupils simultaneously become knowing subjects, brought together by
the object they are knowing". F\ _
< J’u\j.; ‘.
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