

















sip of that coffee with no sugar (he shakes his head in distaste) and just
shaking, but he needed the heat, he needed the coffee. So he finally drank
enough coffee and went to bed. Well in Germany often have coverlets that are
over you, they don’t have sheets that are tucked in, so it is very easy for those
things to slide off you if you haven’t grown up sleeping under them. So I
think Paulo and I froze to death. they finally got the heat on, so the next day
we had a wonderful, wonderful time and one of the incidents showed how he
related to people. our boss Emnst Langer was away when we set up this trip,
in fact he had psychiatric problems and was in a hospital, so he came by train
to meet us at Hintasarten. (10:23:24) So the next day, we went back down to
the little square in Hintasarten and met Ernst. Immediately after we ate, it was
obvious that Ernst who spoke gook English and Paulo were simpatico. it was
a wonderful meshing of interest and respect. So Vina and I went off
somewhere and Paulo and Emst went around getting postcards of whatever, it
was a very picturesque kind of village and when we got back together, Paulo
took Vina aside and he said, “ That man is great. Can we get him on our
staff?”” We said, “Paulo, you knucklehead, he’s our boss!” “Our boss!” he
said. and it made us realize that the whole introduction the day before, on the
way up, Paulo was sleeping and hurting and so forth. Anyway that was a
great relationship and our whole history there would have been far different if
Ernst had lived. well he lived on and finally committed suicide. but he went
back to Germany because the strain of pressure in the World Council of a
division head was so great---Dr. Blake use to say I would rather have
(10:24:38) one half on Emst Langer than a whole of anybody else in that
squad. so we missed him terribly, but he was helpful in helping us shape our
early ideas about it. But Paulo was still coughing and I think the second
morning I got up early and went down to make some coffee and I heard this
rattling and I thought that was a pipe getting over the cold. and I finally
realized it was Paulo, he was sleeping downstairs in the one downstairs
bedroom and I went in and he was really in trouble and so Vina and Ernst got
up and Vina called the local doctor. there was a wonderful clinic there in the
little town, fortunately. so this big, long black Mercedes came rolling down
through the snow and this austere 6”6 German doctor appeared and I was
watching from the door and this German doctor and our two German
colleagues gathered around like this (he leans forward) and they were talking
German and Paulo was (10:25:47) rolling his eyes, he was hurting, he had
pneumonia. and so in the process, he was sure he was dead, and he heard all
this mysterious language and in this strange place and Elsa was not there to
hold his hand. so anyway we hauled him out to the front seat of the Mercedes



and off they went to the clinic. so after a couple of hours Vina came back, he
had gone with him and we said, “How is he?”” and he said, “Well, he’s in
good hands and they could take care of him, it wasn’t life threatening but it
needs treatment and they’re giving it to him” and he said, “I think he’1l be all
right,” he said, “ the reason I think he’ll be all right is that they put him on
one of these high kind of stretchers that they haul them in from the emergency
deck,” and he said, “you remember this year that nurses all wearing very
short skirts and said Paulo I lying like (leaning his head to the side) and he’d
open his eyes and he was just at the level of short skirts began and ended on
these nurses.” And said, “ he rolled his eyes up to me and said, ‘Pretty girl,
pretty girl.”” (10:26:54) And Vina said, “therefore I think he’s OK.” Heh,
heh. So Elsa came up and spent a month with him, up there recuperating. And
the weather turned nice and they had walks around. And it helped locate them
outside the urban Geneva (10:27:12) and their apartment into the beauties of
the mountains of Switzerland, so it had a long range beneficial effect, but it
was scary, it was really scary and we did not get, we realized later that we
did not get the best of Paulo’s input because he was sick. But that was the
integrated moment for all of us but it was unfortunate that it had to be at
(10:27:39) Paulo’s expense.

(10:27:40) [Stoney, off camera: Talk a little more about the role of Elsa
played, it was not just a]

Well when Paulo talked about education he great critic to Elsa. She was a
schoolteacher and a good one and so he when he talked about his younger
years, he was a lawyer and he went out to serve subpoena some paper or
something on a young dentist who couldn’t meet his payment for his
equipment. And he said to the man according to Paulo’s story, “How long can
you hold out if I don’t turn this paper in until the last minute?”’ and the man
said to him, “Next Monday” and (10:28:36) Paulo said, “I will not turn this
paper in until next Monday.” He said he went back home to Elsa and he said,
“Elsa I cannot be a lawyer, I will not try to be a Paulo.” And Elsa said,
“Paulo I could have told you that a long time ago.” When he talked about
pedagogy he either went back to what he learnt from the peasants from
Northeast Brazil or from Elsa. He had the doctorate in philosophy but I think
that the reality of the educational process in elementary schools or in families,
the broader kind of understanding of education was really tempered so by
Elsa that he always was (10:29:19) aware of that. That when the Religious
Education Society in 1983, decided the William Rainy Harper it was given to



him and Elsa together. (10:29:31) And he appreciated that very much, even
though he couldn’t come to California to receive it. But another story about
Elsa that my wife knows better than I; she kept trying to talk Elsa into getting
into the French courses that were offered in various places so would be more
comfortable culturally because she was comfortable linguistically and
(10:29:55) that was hard on both of them. They already spoke Spanish and
Portuguese as their mother tongue but French and English always required
that extra thought about it, it never became natural at least in the years I knew
Paulo. So Frances had invited Elsa to go somewhere with her--- a luncheon
with women connected with the World Council of Churches, that’s a whole
another story, my wife’s still angry at the disdain of women and the Swiss
requirements and all that--- but anyway, she went over to get Elsa and Elsa
said I can’t go and Frances said why can’t you go? And she said who will
cook Paulo’s beans? Heh, heh. So in many ways he was the most helpless
dependent spouse of a good woman, that I ever saw and it was great to see
that relationship and of course with four children they had continual problems
as all the expatriates did with adjusting to the ? of Swiss rigidities. (10:31:03)

11:00:38  One other story he told me about Elsa’s influence on him, he
went out to

[Stoney’s voice off camera]

and Elsa’s influence on Paulo back in Brazil, when he was in the process of
becoming an educator and hadn’t quite figured it out yet and so this was one
of the ones he told, I seen it in print, my memory is kinda hazy but I’'ll ? it up
a bit. He went out to make a speech on discipline or something (11:01:08)
like that to what we would call a parents’ group and it was a group of
peasants who had their children in the schools and he was talking about how
they had to (11:01:17) they had to help them with their schoolwork and this
and so forth and finally one of them stood up and said, “Dr. Paulo...”
everybody in Brazil, Paulo said called somebody else doctor, “Dr. Paulo how
many children do you have?”” and Paulo said four or was it five (mumbles: I
didn’t know the other one), he said “five.” He said, “ When they go to bed at
night, do they have a glass of milk before they go to sleep?” And Paulo said
yes. He said, “Dr. Paulo we don’t have beds, we all have to sleep on the
floor. And I have to get up at 4 am to walk two hours to (11:02:03) get to my
job and when I get home at night I’m too tired and so we have to make the
children be quiet and we put our children to bed they don’t have a glass of
milk.” And the conversation went on that way and so in the car going home,
Paulo said discipline with love or however Paulo put it and Elsa said, “Paulo



that man is right.” And it was one of those moments. Here I thank the class
dimension, the economic dimension of privilege was burned into him because
he was realizing that he was speaking from a bourgeois privileged kind of
home life, although he was not rich by any means, to an audience of people
who didn’t have a glass of milk for their children at night. So Elsa was so
determined I think not only in helping him in understanding what teaching is
like, we didn’t talk too much about that but he loved the (11:02:07) cultural
circles and all that whole kind of participatory stuff and the honoring of
people’s experiential knowledge which he was very strong on through out but
he would have a hard time with his sensitivity to that if he had not been
(11:03:29) married to Elsa.

[Stoney, off camera: Could you talk just a little bit about Luke Gardes
difficulty in school, difficulty in adjusting to school in Geneva and you may
want to generalize on that.]

(11:03:48) Well, uh, we didn’t know what to do with our children when we
went over there, about school. One of the reason I wanted to go was to give
our children a chance to live in (11:04:00) another culture. So we were
advised to put the older ones in the national school, we talked, who was
about twelve, into going to transition where for a semester or so he and his
younger sister who was ten then went to the Swiss school our youngest one
started first grade there and I would walk to school. This beautiful school
they spent 150% of what any American would do in order to (11:04:51)
preserve the beauty of it. We lived right over a school, just gorgeous. I
walked Emily over to school, I’d say ‘bonjour’ to her friends, she’d say,
“Daddy don’t say anything.” Heh, heh, so it was an indication of how the
Swiss school system and family system made it hard to break in, they were
not accommodating and our daughter had a terrible time when we switched
her to modern math because the pattern was to put kids in one class and keep
them that way through colleges to high school and so Paulo’s children had the
same problems and they’d already been uprooted, which our children had not
been, in Boston, so they had that kind of difficulty and the other thing that
was hard on Paulo, I think, and Elsa, we didn’t talk about this much but I
sorta picked it up was the Swiss didn’t have much respect (11:05:58) for
what the parents knew. They didn’t have a PTA and once a year they’d call
the parents in and tell them what was going on and it was an interesting
exercise for an old teacher like me and I couldn’t believe it. (11:06:11) I
couldn’t believe it. They were organized that it was very hard, our daughter
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Emily in the center, in the notebook was decorating like the book of hours
around the edges whit all her scribbles and the supervisor came by and said,
“you mustn’t do that” and she said “why, I like to do it?” Well he didn’t have
a category for that except ‘dump Americans,’ ‘ugly Americans.” So those
were the kinds of pressures that Paulo’s children experienced too. And the
(11:06:49) you were looked down on because you didn’t know French from
your toenails up. And so the subtleties of French particularly as you got up
into dicte, into when they would read passages and you would write it down
and Jane’s way of putting that, our third child, when she wrote her senior
(11:07:09) paper at Ealem College on her education experience and the value
of Paulo in her life, she said, “The question was always, “Combien de
fautes?””” How many mistakes, not what have you learnt, not how far you’ve
come from nothing to this point of knowing French and so those were the
kinds of problems that we never talked about much but it ? I think dislocated,
and all of our kids were dislocated in a way when we came back to the
States, we were having a conversation (11:07:48) with Emily and Jane, when
Emily said “T am tired of being like an oddball, I was in Geneva and I am
back here, the teachers are furious because I still dream and think in French”
and so we said, “Jane do you feel like an oddball?”” and she reflected a
(11:08:08) moment and said, “ yes, thank goodness™ and it was Paulo.

[Stoney, off camera: We know that Catholics, we know that Paulo had a deep
influence on Catholics who had been inspired by the theology of liberation,
but was there similar kind of movement at that time among Protestants. And
did he have any influence?]

(11:08:44) Paulo’s approach to education particularly in the background of
Medien, the big conference and his writings

[Stoney, off camera: I’m sorry because they may not know that Medien was
the liberation, they will know that phrase, but not the Medien]

Right in terms of liberation theology and liberation education they just
gravitated to each other and most of the liberation theologians brought a
background to it through, for instance, he met with the Board of Concilium, a
Roman Catholic theologic journal and people like Johannes Mix and
Goutiers, he was (11:09:32) in and out of meetings with them, Montmont in
Germany, so that he, he found himself in those circles and he used to say,
“I’m not a theologian,” “I wish I wish I were.” So that didn’t bother them at
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all because what he was saying, giving legs to the (11:09:51) liberation
theology kind of talk and reality. And so another relationship that worked
through the Catholics was with Rome not with the Vatican, not just with
SODOPAX, the joint thing with the World Council but with the women the
Congregation of Sisters and there he really had an influence and their back in
the States were part of the growing (11:10:26) restlessness particularly among
women. And so they took on the liberation education and liberation theology
together. I’d think they would really make that separation and one or the
starting things to Paulo was his ? was finally published in 1970 in the States.
In England he got hundreds of letters from women in the US just blasting him
for sexist language. They said how could you be liberated about education
and unconscious what you’re doing to women with all those ‘he’s, he’s,
he’s.” And it hit him and I mean it hit him deep down and I mean everyday he
would be in there with his secretary trying to answer those letters and say,
(11:11:16) ‘I was wrong, you’ve helped educate me about a major reality.”
but in the liberation theology circles, he fitted in so easily and we had
liberation theologians on the staff of course and so that was part of the pain.
we had a conference in Lima when the integration of the World Council of
Christina Education with the World Council of Churches took place and
because they were gonna be a lot of people there from all over Latin America,
we set up a conference following that for the educators and we just had a
wonderful group of Latin American educators and theologians and Paulo was
one of the gathering points of course another one was a man I think his name
was Busto(12:03), that we had to fly from Cuba it was not easy to get
somebody out of Cuba, had to fly him to Spain and then back to Peru and
then back to Spain and back to Cuba in order to have him there. he was a
Presbyterian professor and his witness, he was even more popular than Paulo
among the delegates because it was the first time they had a chance to say
‘what’s it like living in Castro’s Cuba’ and he would say ‘it’s hard, it’s hard
on my class, it’s hard on my profession, I do not have all the privileges I use
to have but it is good. People had health, aid, hospitals, medical care (12:51)
people had education that they did not have before and I cannot be against it
And it was wonderful, but in the process of that Paulo lost his voice, that
Peruvian dryness up there this where retreat center where we were and
everybody lost their voice but it was an interesting time and the three of us
really enjoyed it, it was one of the few things we had done together, usually
we could not afford for all three of us to do something, so at that meeting
there was some of the leading Catholic educators who had been behind the
advance in understanding liberation theology and education at the Bishop’s
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